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First of all, please note that I am French. My first translation of 
this comic from Polish was done in French in 2016, and the 
present English version is a translation from French. ( 

4 


I especially thanks SMiki55 for his invaluable help. I don't 


know a word of Polish and the translation with online translators | 


as Google Trad was a real pain. It took me several months and the 
result was deceiving because many sentences were not under-| 
standable at all: all the online tranlators were stucked ! Smiki55, a 
Polish guy well known on Witcher wikis and CDPR forums agreed 
to help me. I send him, in English, my list of not understood sen- 
tences and he provided me the right translations... in English. This 
is from where came the idea to realize too a complete English ver- 
sion of the comic: due to our long list of mail exchanges, part of 
the job was already done. 


I have to admit that I am NOT bilingual, so I am perfectly aware 
that the hereunder texts in English are full of wrong expressions 
and poor English. I hope that nevertheless the comic stays under- 
standable for native English readers. At least I hope that to read 
this comic written into my poor English shall be far more easier 
that to read the source comic in Polish. 


Enjoy ! 
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~,."Any resemblance to real living or famous historical 


7? 


The comic "Betrayal" 

is the authorized adaptation 

of a short story 

that Andrzej Sapkowski 
did not wrote and that may 
never be published 

in another form. 

Scenario : Maciej Parowski (*) 


Drawing and cover : Bogustaw Polch 
Ink and colours : Danuta Polch 
Texts writing : Krzystof Lipka 


persons is purely coincidental. 

The characters that appears in the comic 
+ come only from the authors 
imagination". 

|-\Boguslaw POLCH 


; "It may get out from a sto 
a certain resemblance with something 
and all is purely fortuitous et and come 
from this or that". 

Andrzej SAPKOWSKI]® 
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(*) The scenario of "Betrayal" came out from a set of discussions. 
Andrzej Sapkowski specially invented for this album the fundamental 
theme, the conflict between the witchers and the royal authority, and 
the rivalry between the "Wolves" and the "Cats". Boguslaw Polch pro- | 
posed the idea of the two apprentices' friendship exposed to a severe 
test. Maciej Parowski linked everything with his own ideas of action, 
transforming A.S. prose into a reality, with its emotions and myths. 


‘td 


ceeded ive, i he got it Faster !I! 
\ again, : infi straight into Rearm ! 
Geralt, x ine | the eye! Once again ! 


“a 


man 


.. and give you ' 
the strength and 
lenge of 

the true 


=™ -A witchers! 4 
AAAS 


=... who survive. SS 
me, = Theherbs [L& 
decoction shall Foe" 
m transform fom 


Herbs test.Let & 


the power of 
those who must 
die pass into 


Gweld ! What 
happens ? 
We came out 
of this! We're 

alive, wake 


A night- Our stupid fears... 
mare... Our rather than to dream 

of tomorrow's exchange 

with the Cats... even 

if this exchange is 


Y Master Vesemir 
says that we, the 
Wolves, need to 
know their training. 
This is an award for 


is ie 


you... 
Don't shout § 7 
Gweld! It's Shut up! You 
I will ask have to leave 
Vesemir in the 
morning! 


Sleep, Gweld. 
Dream about 
beasts that shall 
be soon extermin- 
ated by free 
witchers, 
hired... 


None will PEED 7 
come. What a ABE 
pity ! ‘ 


Wolves, not the 
Cats. I havea dt 
bad feeling e. Suites oe training 
about thaf, rnggingh ap icccy. 


So oe ote 


EL 


RR eV San Nee 25 Pipl ak Ee ee 
= CT vai iit, 
AT DAW 


Gardis, Aubry, 
don't make us 
ashamed. The Cats 
are waiting for the 
exchange at the inn. 


'm waiting for Yes, master 
you tomorrow Vesemir | 
at noon at the 

pass, aed 


Come back 
luc 


Higley 

No brawl ! 

IT allow you 
only one 
beer... 


Without a 


Faster | 
: Ha ha! sensible heart 
renegades! G ‘ : 
weld is Gardis, you would 
a II pay you a going to What a ave lost your hand 
ea ass cry! sensible } \ on The Killer and 
rive before heart! you, Aubry, 
your head! 


: go and meet 
Raa You re odious kX the Cats 
wR and unfair! Rees alone! 


They are late, 
those bas- 
@ tards... and the f 
\ beer has no 
taste. 


[That's why yous 
broke your mug 
on inner's 


That's why it's near Let's y Youwill give 


Me Bice mee =their summer camp, ie mine back 
se a | Ea «and not ours, that sigota Mache when we will 
DOPE: toad femeles repro- pager meet again... 
duce! Ha ha ha! soon, Gweld. 


You are not enough. 
medallions are \ There should be 
nothing compared | four and four. 

to our! THIS is the}Where is he ? He 
medallion! drinked too much 
and is puking in 

the orchard? 


reetliong There is 


no and will 
not have 


For Cats, not 
Wolves! 


And why Cool, Gweld, Because three 


wa One would 


that, rat you're goin Cats for four f «= / Know our 
eater ? taee et Wolves, it's suf fice! . b \ grace. 
more than _/ 4, Ha hal 
enough. | 4 Zl 


ao = aS sam 


Nios = a 


ria. % 


. oP sm <1 
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Relax, Gweld, I You are 
need information. 


Grace? You hear 


Come on, 
that? Come in the 


d shed and I'll There will be a ey ay ane ee 
wood shed and I’ could receiv and you 
rp you york fourth Eh ale acing. AM \ oer 


The tourna- 


ment is next What brawl? MW As you say, WZ 
month, there Normal test, \@@MI bastard... 
you Il face I call it right, THERE! 
each other... rat eater?  & 
It was to 


~ \be no brawl, 
Geralt... 


Come on, TT} 1 fies ny 


reddish, Closer, Nae fs Shut up! 
show me Ih I aan ene, oN & ~*~ Wr \\ Test ein 
what you can uN rat eater! spike, now! 
do, barker! R 


cam ima (= SS Ss Shp i) i 
NG, rs d! 


= 
AYN | ee 
*y 4 


set Geralt, 4 We are eae Y ir Bia ear 
| there! RUNES you? the eee for 
= honor of the 

witchers I could 


>>, not re... 
“aN lf ‘ 


ae 
4 


o 


/ 


As 


he They \ 
ts 4 attack the 
younger! 


That are you 
and the red 
who PIgFens d 


It was an 
exercise and 
you pushed 
us to, liar! ’ 


Hide your 


Something 
weapon! 


here stinks, 
Vesemir... 


yo 
thet 
ey G / 
7 4 


ew” Vesemir? How 
did he have 


a + > Smee Me > time to get 
don't like yore Ge aati, Sel Nace 
% ont lt Winem, ghee eats a First, bring them 
esemir, but ion reciprocate. +o the tourna- 
know that it is not” Someone provoked ment acacia 
you because it's the other, some- orders from the 
too stupid. body that do not 


So who? want this... well... 
inter... 


ae 


action ? 
Nooo. ...integration of 
Integ... emotions of the 
different 
witcher scools. 
Ask to the boys 
Guxart. 


send me an- 
other one that 
we can trust. 
Goodbye, 
Luxart. 


Well, 
just... 


Master, Le Pee 
yourself said 

: that something is 

So you did 4 wrong with the 

not know, 2/0 Cats training.., 

Geralt? 


he masters 
I feel 
sorry for 
Gweld... He'll come\y 
back after "3 


Returning... 
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don't know if 
B there will be 
©} another 
chance... 


Here. Close 
your eyes and 
urs bo yeu 


Your father was 
a brave warrior. 
You will be a 
good witcher, 
Geralt. 


I don't like the 
sword, I shall be 

a druid. We'll 
meet again... 


Goodbye, 
Geralt. 


and "Mniejsze zto" 


(*) See comics "Droga bez powrotu" 
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with the time... 
This sign... This 
place, these 


There was a 
Circle. It was 
collusion between 
the king, sorcer- 


a lonesome 
witcher, if you 
succeed the jam 
exam tournd-_ ¢@am 


ers and 
strangers... at 
several year Someone bit 


ago, 


We know 
their badness 
and treachery. 
That's why we 
do not like 


Sorceress 


; Pfft! Dorreniel... wag rt. 
Hae : Dorreniel and sj Insidious and per- (gy Pane? Tee owt 
Ener the student April, JRiverse. I'll take care Ball close to our... 


we are going to MY 


of her. You, watch 
the sorceress 


out the small, 


Mile 
ih 
Wh 


wl UT h 


ot’ RY, 
>yy/ you begun to 
| break hearts, 
what then, 


RS ot © 


Geralt? Nice... 
You know, I'll bea 
beautiful woman... 
witchcraft, magic... 
I will please you.. 
you'll see... 4 


Nyie 


But why bother 
with children, 
fata Ceralt? Be beautiful, 
healthy, live 300 
years! Imagine that 


Don't sneer. I'll Wiz 
«oe ‘he Vs. 

have a divine body Oh He ee pads 

One reat oes ma cay inmihicaln 


d I will li 
icnenionae 3 q death of most our 


angry, Geralt. 
Come the day 
after tomorrow 


‘ {f 
“whi the sorceress 


companions, you're a small a camp. 
infertility... twiste = > 
AL ULY hunchback! \ 


And you, think \ Well... The 


that you are a boys will go 

changeling who crazy and have 
saw his father and to keep con- 
trol... We'll 


mother only once... 
in a dream... 


es 


> \ 


King Radowit II the 
Brave gathered the 
druids and the mages 
at the castle. Seeking 
advises how to 
destroy the 
witchers? 


They say that 
witchers raise ram- 
parts, that they are 
cooking a war against 
the king. Although 
hey depend of the 
royal's dime. 


Hurry up, 
brats! 


His dime 
is petite and 
dented. And we 
don't have any 
ramparts. The 
forest itself 
protect us. 


The 
forest 
itself? 


oO 
° 


got a quill! My Will I see een 

sword's long you again, h ea ; , 

and witcher's Geralt? unchbac 
schoolgirl! 


g 


Calm, 
Jaskier! The 
sorceress 
may enchant 
your goats! 


To the Wolves... RI¥TI'm not sur-~ 
prised... May 


Do you see your strength Yaga 
any ramparts, | displease the [OINm 
' Dorreniel? king? I'm not * 

involved with rg 


Re ih 
on ae eS Ss 
<i aah 


Sorceress camp : 
"Devil's tooth" You called No. Join 


me, lady? _ the others, 


joo Os EE 


i tay” Come on, 
WB April. Don't 
at, \ be afraid. / 


Me? I'm not 
afraid. I 
dream of this 
\\ moment since 
KR \childhood... 


Get of f your 
clothes! 


3 
7! ff) 
Wy fi, Uh) 4 


Ss . 
TARR A 


> 4p in 


The day after, 
castle of king 
Radowit... _ 


enara* 


Master .. the mages All... 
Astrogarusie storm and write parasites! 
etitions, and 


the dove... ! 
ruids are even 
cI theatening the 


king. 


..witchers 


Less and less . . 
F : ... the witchers owe 
attract monsters, but Vermin! ; 
troubles! the number of obedience and must 


follow the orders of 
the king. There is no 
alternative... 
Treasurer! 


crease | 


witchers in- 7 


Do staya 
little longer. 


The King is 

aware. He has in 

mind the opinion of 
the druids and 
appreciates if... 


Thank you, 
our honour, 


After the audien 


OO The guards wanted to 

.. are not \ 1 take defiant mer- An 
these =] chants down a peg to 

promises earn gold for the royal 
empty? treasure as ordered, ha 

but suddenly... 


{ Properly, and a mask. 
arrived and we had no Just as you 
drew their insign... required, 

sword... king... 


Ba dian 


You could not en- 
oe the fight? | One witcher is 


ey were too enough for ten >) — must stop funding 
bl ee eeidiene: & witchers schools... 


) wee =6\ They will be more 
igi submissive if they 
are starved... 


The king's dime 


Six or eight Cats, 
é and over a dozen of 
Wolves. Bur none of my 
soldiers would survive 


So the 
choice is 
simple... 


the witcher training 
that they have been 
going through in their 
camps since the 
childhood, behind 
their 
ramparts. 


.. and they Wh 

at would hap- Are the 
will stop to pen if somebody commanders Yes my lord. I pay 
be a threat Rostile to the of the two their wages. Cats are 


commanded by Treyse, 
Wolves by Rennes. 
They are trying to do 
our integration but 
without any 
conviction. 


King held sway 
over the starved 
witchers? 


Witchers That's better. Invite the 
masters commanders. Be nice to A message, King. 
laugh out them and give both of Neither Cats nor 


Wolves build ram- 
parts. We can have 
them, provided it's 
not an open 
area... 


of it. them hope for exclusiv- 
ity... What's up, 


Astrogarusie? 


..into the 


woods, that's Aha, 
important. The Astrogarusie, 
forest always warns |. say your in- 
the witchers and formant to stay 
facilitate their aware. The 


defence. witchers are 


I want to 
hold them. 
Think to it, 


At night... a 


You're sure 
it's here, 
Geralt? 


Although ‘@ 
hey are two \@ 
days from 
here, even 
the Cats 

know that, 


Lan eS Sa. 
ta “ 


4 4 F, E 7 a A 1 ey * 
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chee V Tf the girls Veta ygeresrees 
care? themselves fgg sure they _camp... 
@ dont care... fm will come? Do you 
remember 
what you 
have to do, 


Yes, lady 
Dorreniel. 


somebody 
there? 


gene Sa yee 
xs te 


I must be Better 
dreaming... And 
they... agree? 
With us? 


better than What a 


elves... 


GERALT / 


Are you 4 
there ?, 


7 \ Do I please 
you now? 


APRIL?. LYN 


Lower... 


Cg ares, 
beautiful... 
the most 
beautiful, 


apa i: 
You a 


ae 7 27 a Pee 
Wf (a Soc Geral | | 
I ae" i 


=) 


“en iG 
han Vi, AM AYE i 


oe GY) short, / 4 ) 


} 
Wh 


CN 
Ks 


y 


\ 
2 ah GS 


wait before to 
go into the 
» forest... 


KON 


{The shortest night 
of the year... 


RR SERGIe ; | { beastwill \ - ..be ready 
re d Y to reverse 
‘ A Come ane Becalise the it 
We will immediately’ catch you.” first aa it. 
cut the head of 4 Cai = \ may not be 
your striga, mister Re \ suf ficient 
Mamcarz. Sit here ~ 
and shut up, 


ee ; 


I prepared 
orens, even 
more. 


Here's the / Wait here. 
door, there are | (es §8§=6ll'iibe 
dungeons. ‘“ - h Pie BS, back. 


Did you hear ? 


He have more 
money... 


oe No matter the 
Got it ! hourglass, mister 
Sep a Mamcarz, show me 
this side ! this purse ! 


Show me — Itis there! g 
these orens, eee §=lake it! On Help me! 
mister Mamcarz : 
they are not / 
ae ? go 


BY Fe WS TB ty 
eae CAR 


In the morning... f% 
Geralt, king's ¥ 


men are going . ll  ™ 
toward our Bay King Radowit II Yas 
camp. Before ifs 4 Sz ak Pee) the Brave summons Wee 
ci! i mister Rennes, com- 
mander of the dag 
witcher school, to Avs 
the castle. 4K 


Vesemir's 
f attention will be 
diverted. He 

Ain won't see that 


Mj 
Wf. 


summons 

you alone, 

without as- 
sistance. 

a= a 


-G 


Vesemir, 
with me! 


> 


ae heh My Gee FEE Don't stare! 
Bt ee a” jie 4 Tanne, on 
the Killer! 


Yes, Roe? 
commander! . 


y Not in Ww L told you! You 
ma must feel the 
A rythm of the 


Fantastic! 
Pfff | 
Geralt... 


LY 
= The Curtain! 
W Hell! You're "'! ee / & 
B asleep or have pe” gat 

been tg ' 


Ly: “A 
Bi x we drinking?, Be 


Ree oa 
Re 3 ee oy -# 


Geralt |! 
Deceiver, 


Hell! I wonder 
how you'll manage 
to pass the 
Forest Eyes Trial 
in such a condi- 

tion. 


ea = Hang on, 
Geralt | 
vf 


» 


/ 
NY 
\ 
== 
— 


Ps *)) 

=)! 

2 
A 


Don't 
sleep ! 


Go and 
(have some 


“aa 


- =~ 


SAS 


Tog 


ether, 
oth! 


hands and 
feet. Don't 


Do lie down 
and close 
your eyes. 


CMB Fs, 


tS 


0 Ye 


Remember, 
you must not 
reveal your eyes 
under any cir- 
cumstances! 


How is it, 
Geralt? 
Cumfortable ? 


Perhaps a 
pillow? 


Fuck off. 
You're not 
funny! 


the morning. 
Good luck, 


Hands off! 
It's my off 
ness. Go 


re ret HT. 
esa 
killer! 


( T'li help 
fo YOU... 


Don't be stupid, 
Geralt. You must 
require the help of the 
forest to succeed, you 
cannot do it by yourself... 
Why did they fancy you 
so much ? 

#2 Hard, these ropes... 


Fionnuala? }B SSS Thanks and You've got an idea? ; 
He hee NG 50 You Where do We will return to What if 
you? , I'm Aideen, WM Aideen.. The /you go? You this after the trial. / We d take a 
her younger \imes sun is this are gonna Long march ahead mount? 
and prettier aes your to follow. 
sister, idiot. head against 
‘ the trees! 


Wait! 


A horse? — 
I don't smell Better than 
any horse horses, 
eee Geralt. 


Prettier? 
It's a pity Regret, ' Jo 
that I cannot ee Ay Ze 
see. Geralt! , fM = 
IN Z iF Ap 
It's a \ 


=s/ you guess? All I believe... What 
right, we'll speak do they see in you, 
on the road. My my sister and this... 
eyes willbe your new witch? Show 

me, Geralt, / 
what? 


\ } Brilliant! How did I believe you, 
Z 


..S0 you want to pre- 
view the Cats? It's 

far, but we'll jump by 
an elvian shortcut... 

Hold on tight, hands 
above, bolder, are 
you really so 
prude? 


Who? Me? Seal 

You're not @) 
my first elf, 
miss Know-it- 
all! 


\7 a7 
The smell... Ze. ®, A reserve of vrans 


fit, Se 5 al and bobolaks (*). 
You, humans, know 
how to arrange. 


This is not a 
Cats’ camp! 


© 4 
ARE os 


“ And what do 
Vrans? Mousesack told Perfect, Geralt! And No, Aideen. yee 
me that vrans killed so, you think that I did not day you will en- 


my father. I'm not 


your father never 
going to pity them. 


think about, 
killed any vran ? 


close us, the 
elves, into re- 
serves. Your 
son will 
enclose 
mine. 


I'll never 
have a son, 
Aideen... 


That's why 
I like you, 
idiot... 


Pt al 


(*) See comic "Droga bez powrotu", The Road without Return 


Le he: Pat OP. AR Nou : se 
Meanwile... The cuts are Col Interesting. \e/ With my soldier's re 
simple and deep. = y, Witchers \f sword I do the Vy; 


Do see, commander \ It's done bya did that. .\ same wounds as 
Rennes and you, com- \witcher's sword, 5 
mender Treyse. The |not by the claws 
strigia is dead, simil- of a strigia. 

arly to mister 
Mamcarz. 


a 


~~] 


7 those of witchers. { x 


I smell... Let's go, April's poking 


= Worse, Geralt. _ ...and April, this é 
Something g$omebody have been dial What Y Aideen. I VY . into the ashes. Sees 
bp, Durned..._ killed there... There are they doing? don't have — What is she do- eae 
; are the king and Wait... time for 4 4 ing? Predic- go: 
Za tions? 


is our commander... 
AN - The one of the Cats 


too... And lady 


A medallion! They are 


Got it! 
The strap is Keep on eee not from 
freshly broken... searching, one! our school 
The witcher shall April... but from 


miss it, lady Wolves, 


Dorreniel. 


ou re sweet, 
Geralt. Have 
you forgotten 
April? 


ae, 
\ oa 


SN 
N 
A 


oe =—\ SY, ; ; n % 
<A I'd d like to see LONE BRN, EER A 
ANY our eyes, Geralt. PAN SN SUNY Ny 
RWS ou really cannot aA tae ENN. ps 
remove your vit VANE 


\\, band? \ \ \ \a\i LEI IN 


AndI'dlike — Geralt... 
tosee you You re Sure. 
whole, Witchers 
Aideen... cannot have 
Next time, children? 
happier time... p 


You can 7X 
fast if you 
wish... 


I forgot... 
Shouldn't we be 
fasting during the 
trial Forest Eyes? i 


—-2= 


\ : Nas , : : s : , 
A iS \s ‘\ Re _s = Be ; toy 4; 5 
< \\ lt Ap y= 
“ aN OE —_ ty err \ 
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Mmm... 
Outstand-"It's probably 
NOX ing...! better that 
RES you re not 
seing anything. 
It’s time to 


What do you 
see, Aideen ? 


a Stocky 
red one... 


with a Can you 
moody see him, 
face... Aideen? 


Other ones, 
Master 
i or me 
Guxart: you are already 


promoted. 


He striked them all 
down, one after the 
other, and their 
master is tearing 
his hair out... You... 
It's good or not?4 


Very good, he's 

my friend... the 
best one... 

Let's return, 


watch the 
camp by 
another 
side... 


. sal 
S'N 


x 


A 


NV 2 ge tS 
Ni EPO 


the hill... 


>. 
e wh ES 


b/ That won't help what he is 


Geralt, the ; 
royal astrolo- them. They are doing there, Pile ciate 
ger is among stupid, and even the astrolo- 


And the guys are 


worse during the wrestling... 


fight. Did you ff 
See... 


them. ger? 
>> 


» 


: . eapon't play the 

ssa eA gs ke Hell! Can't If I can? 
training... Too 77s you push it Hang on, 
late, and they'd Riga 4 >. Geralt! 


What a blow in 
obese Ate We WonE| SUpDeS= 3 the face Shit) And I thought 


Meanwhile... 


the integration. That shall be a peas 
Goodbye, mister common exam for Cats and asec Ra abate Bs By arte 
Rennes. The king Wolves in front of king Radowit... eae not aa ted WOE hil. 
has nothing Commander Treyse, please follow Be as e€ dre, S cnil- 
against you. Master me, we will discuss the details of alll sig 


First, do explain Vesemir... shall 


this murder explain... shall 
find... send him, 


as we discussed. 


the exam with the king in the 
palace. 
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.. that I was 
called for that, 

and now this © 
dishonor! 


ay 

Despite the SS 

deer, too late! ¥'Y 
He just Bi, 

A 


K 
\ ay 
te 
2 can j 
52 4) a iv, / 
eg, oe 
> ~ Ne 


‘ 
A 
y 


Be careful, 
Geralt... Your 


.. You will pay 

for that, . 

Vesemir! Youf 
will all pay! 


ee are the > Finally get out? 
oe a Y The elder have 
baer Rennes came back* their ways. 


Vesemir is come time ago. He They will 
looked like he wanted , check you. 
to burn the camp and 
to hang himself af- 
terwards. He 
immediatly called 
Vesemir... 
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Why don't you come 


even later, duffer? ne ie your 

If you cheated as or ae 
fel the others, you'll be pan’ 5 era : 
hanged till Daa warves: 


morning. 


pretend, 
Geralt! 


Trial 
Tell me, what did 
Rest ae you do last night, 


where are your 
medallions? 


Geralt! Hell! 
Come here, 
hooligan! 


hey were both 
there, cretin, . 
on the crime 

scene! d 


change with Gweld 
as a good omen. 
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we \ Gweld took my iron Jf °”: 
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We made an ex- V4 
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In what have 
you gotten, 
Geralt? 
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in black onyx... ~7 


Master, it is Nooo! Somebody 


certainly | took it off me! 
not Gweld! When... when... 
same for 
You know Gweld... 
what you're 


talking Who and 
about, so when? Think 
that's vou! it over! 
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I know! This April... 
was there with 
Dorreniel... She saw... 
I mean, I know... 
Only April could 
have take it 
of f 


Aideen? During the 
Forest Eye trial? 
Impossible, she was § 


she could not 
give it. 


I told you it 
was dangerous! 
I warned you! 
What are we going 
to do? Rennes 
wants that I go 
to the palace... 


Geralt. The 
crime was 
done during 
the night! 


Stitched with 
thick thread, = 
Commander. Our ¢ No, Vesemir! 
best boys, one You must bend. 
just on exchange The school must 
with the Cats. be protected, 
Really nasty, the not the boys. If 
king! needed, do sacri- 
fice both of 
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Understood? End of 


integration, end of 
plans! The witchers 
are going to have 
bad times! 
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Coward! Fool! 
Rennes is totally 4 
stupid! To sacri- ¥ 

fice our 
best guys! 
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Hi Vesemir, 

you also have to 
Stand in front of 
the king? I think 
we have no 
choice... 


What's up? 
Shoot, scoun- 
drels, what are 
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Wood's edge... 


Guxart? 
You too?! 
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’ / $m Your weapon, 
my let us take 
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An arena, master! 
Do you think that 
the king would have 
put his royal ass 
into the woods? 
Never! 


— 


= 
ES 
Ge = 


re 
m$ 
t- 
& 
v 


S.-i 7 — 
om 


ve 
ae 
fark 


zy 


A tournament? Let's getalook No, I was given 
That means, the to this arena, different orders 
exam will take Let us, justa » You'll wait 
place here? glance. a while. 


Mousesack is young. 
He had an armed 
witcher within his 
childhod friends. 


For me, 
they did 
nothing 


Which steels the 
bread out of our 
hands, which under- 
mines the authority, 
which makes dam- 
ages by sword. 


md =6We're not 
@ talking upon a 
witcher but 
upon the whole 
corporation 
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Into this arena the king 
shall choose the best 
ones, the others will 
have to give up their 

witcher oaths or to be- 

come guards. The num- 
ber of witchers must 
decrease. 


King Radowit IT the 
Brave promised this 
to us during an 
audience. 


I hope my friend will 
be among those 
choosen by the king. 
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And what is Geralt of Rivia, 
the name of master... But I 
don't know if I 
will see him 


‘Ga © 
q...joint exam of the 
witcher schools 


apprentices... 


His majesty king 
Radowit II the Brave 
and the court honour us 


receive blows ! 
-\ What a gala... 


Be careful, Gweld. 
| They're watching... 
Let's establish 
the facts... That 
was my 
medallion? 


the Wolves of 
mister Rennes and 
the Cats of mister 
Treyse! 


it from me to give 
it back to you, but I 
think they gave it to 
a Cat. In the worst 
case, if the Wolves 
want to survive, they 
have to loose. Tell 
the boys... 


that the king 
came here 
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that Vesemir 
cannot see 
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Attack, No facts... 


Gweld, use only suspicion. 
your weapon. First, Cats are tice 
Upon the not concerned... not cn 
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They almos 
What difference? did not practice 


The king does not 
like our strength. If 
Cats proove to be 
worse, they will be 
choosen. 


sword... I 
checked them. 
Guxart disap- 

peared. 


Rubbish! 
An evidence, 
Gweld? 


Vesemir too. 
Rennes said - 
abandon. 
Nonsens. 


In secret from 
me they practiced 
wrestling behind 
the hill with the 
royal astrologer. 


For what pur- 
pose? Wrest- 
ling is not part 
af the exam! 


restling? I 
wonder, may be 
it was just 
warm-up? 
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I don't know, 
but their game 
is dodged. 


... fell the guys 
to tank the 
fight, the king 
will be dazed... 


Punch me, 
Geralt! 


Yes. 
Gweld, wait! No... . 
No! Nobody has a Everybody's 
sword except us, disarmed ex- 
and they prac- cept us... The 
tised wrestling! swords! 
Throw your ) Gweld? 
spell He must . alah ~. What's 
kill him! 7 wrong with 


It was for 
that, the 
raining behing 
the hill! 
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the Wolves! guys! 


Kill them Too man 
all of them! 


It's not 
possible! 
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Catch and 
\ kill him! 


The horse- Bes ne s ae 
men will B) Eocene 


catch him for. the fu- § 
on the é 
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Geralt! 
What 
happened to 
your hair? 4 
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ogrom, idiot, this 
Sle ale ie | Rennes! 
ing betrayed us! ; 
ie witchers Ame! He engaged! Meee Vesemir? 
were defenceless! T had no choice! e Cats!}/ Where 
This is the end! are you? 


q me catch 
at least one. Do give up re- 
For Gweld! , venge, it is use- 
less, everything 
shall stay the 
same... 


and that = : ! 
= a0 AS Se If only... No! 
won't help Ye 3 Pa) Do ve see 
st that juniper on 
the edge? 


Near the forest... 


| ean Ss 
terrible, what 
happened to the 
witchers. There are 
only left few elders 
into Kaer Morhen 
and some that ar 
rambling. 
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That enough. This art 
\ must not i aa 
The guards say that the 

king keeps the two 
masters into his 
dungeons... 


Hey, come here! 
Let you try, 
bastards! We 
die only once! 
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He's mad. 
Without any 
weapon! Catch 
him, my horse 
is limping... 


Look, the one 
that escaped! 
What is he 
doing? . 


share the 
reward! 
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Thanks, 
Aideen. Show\e* 
me the way 
toward the 
Hertch moun- 
tains. 


Come up, 
you Il lead. 


You're going to 
Kaer Morhen to 
warn the elders?/ 


Goodbye, Aideen! 
You know what? 
You are really 
beautiful. 


Goodbye, Geralt. 
Tell me frankly, do 
you feel relieved 
now that you kille 
the horseman? 


Absolutely not. 
But at least... 
I got a horse ! 


NOTES DU TRADUCTEUR 


Although this story was written from discussions between the authors and Sapkowski, it cannot be considered that the 
content of this comic is canon. As explained on the first page, Sapkowski invented the concept of conflict between the 
royal authority and the witchers, and the principle of rivalry between the Wolves and the Cats, but all details of the 
story come from the comic's authors and must not be considered as really being part of Geralt's past, except from the 


main lines coming from Sapkowski. 


Obviously the authors made this story something that cannot be situated in time and geography. King Radowit II the 
Brave, for example, is not part of the known dynasties from the North Realms. His name is almost the same as Radowid 
Ill the Brave of Redania, ancestor of Radowid V the Stern, but this is not him and we don't even know what is the name 
of the realm he rules. Apprentice witchers are into their summer camp, something that do not exist into Sapkowski's 
novels. The sorceresses have a camp that looks like Thanedd island (a spine over the sea), but it is called Devil's Tooth. — 
The summer camp is near a forest but this is not Brokilone as it was written is some wikis because we don't find any 
dryads inside it but elves. In short, all this is inspired by the books but does not match with their geopolitic reality. 


Anyway, everything is not to be thrown in the dust bin. Sapkowski recognized that his last novel, Season of storms, 
evokes elements from this comic and notably the betrayal of the Cats witcher school toward the Wolves. When into 
this novel Geralt confirms to Brehen from the Cats that the access to Kaer Morhen is forbidden for him and that he 
"perfectly knows what the reason is", this is the betrayal described into the present comic that he has in mind. By writ- 
ing this into his last novel, Sapkowski finally formally accept the paternity of this betrayal. 


Incoherences in the comic ? 
| don't hide that some places into the comic let me quite perplex and seem to show incoherences into the story. 


The encounter at the inn between four Wolves and three Cats, for example, is weird : in Polish, Geralt says that they 
should be "three for three", but the Wolves came four and Geralt gets angry because the Cats are only three. So this 
"three for three" is not understandable, to the point that | decided to modify the numbers and to write "four and four" 
and "three Cats for four Wolves" instead of "two Cats for three Wolves". Also, Gweld leave the Wolves to go into the 
Cats camp but no Cat comes into the Wolves camp, when it is spoken of "an exchange". May be it is the famous missing 
Cat that should have go to the Wolves camp, but that is not said, and in this case why the Wolves after that never 
claimed to have a Cat with them ? 


When Vesemir comes back from the inn with Geralt (where are the two other Wolves apprentices ?), Geralt confirms to 
Vesemir that he did not know that Gweld had to stay with the Cats. But Geralt and Gweld spoke of this together at the 
beginning of the comic, so he knew that... Moreover, at the end of their conversation, a bubble coming from Geralt fin- 
ish by "that's why we don't like them, Geralt", which seems to indicate that this is Vesemir who is talking, not Geralt. 
Error of drawing or do the texts of the two bubbles have been inverted ? 


Into the passages of Belleteyn night and the morning on the Killer that follows, Gweld is named two times in the Polish 
text, a first one in the forest when they were waiting for the sorceresses ("Gweld, rascal") and a second one by Vesemir 
when the first apprentice falls ("Fantastic ! Gweld ! Pfff ! - Geralt ..."). But Gweld cannot be there since he is with the 
Cats, which is demonstrated at the end of the day when Aideen sees him into the Cats camp. For the clarity of the 
story, | decided to remove these two references about Gweld, if not we don't understand anything to the storyline. 


Content of the story 


We see that what was presented everywhere as the betrayal of the Cats school toward the Wolves school is, first of 
all, the betrayal of king Radowit II who wanted to get rid of all the witchers, not only the Wolves school. If the be- 
trayal of the Cats is a reality, them too were duped and slaughtered. 


In the comic, the king get rid of the witchers with the agreement of the druids who don't like them because they use 
arms and of the sorceresses who take an active part into the conspiracy. Both facts may seem surprising, notably for 
the agreement of the druids because we cannot find anywhere into Sapkowski's books a trace of a dispute between 
the druids and the witchers. But for the sorcerers, it must be remembered that the mages took part into the Kaer 
Morhen's pogrom as we can see into a hidden thought of Triss during a conversation with Ciri in chapter 2 of Blood of 
Elves. So we may suppose that some elements of these two corporations had an interest into the disappearance of 
the witchers. 


We can see that the authors give here an explanation of Geralt's hair colour totally different that the one of the 
books: Geralt hair become grey as a result of Geralt's shock that follows the dead of Gweld and not as a result of the 
famous "additional tests" described by Sapkowski that followed the normal mutation. Another point: Mousesack is 
presented as a childhood friend of Geralt, which is something invented by the authors into the first comic Droga bez 
powrotu. That too doesn't come from Sapkowski's books. All that demonstrates that the authors of the comics take 
some freedom compared to the content of the books and so that the content of the comic must not be considered as 
canon. 


May be you were puzzled by the content of the vision that had Geralt during his return with Vesemir. The explanation 
comes from the comic Droga bez powrotu. This comic is an adaptation from the short story The Road without Return, — 
from which the comic clone the story but also add a following that is not into Sapkowski's work. Into these additional 
pages we can see Visenna and Korin take in charge the young Mousesack, an orphan who wants to go to the druids 
cercle of Mayen, then spend the night together. The day after a vran put an immediate end to their love story by ; 
killing Korin as a revenge to a defeat that Korin inflicted them few days ago. Before to die, Korin, in a coma, has a vis- p 
ion of his future son and this is this vision, that Geralt will share around twenty years later, which is reproduced page 
13. If you find this comic on the Net, take a look at the last pages, may be you will understand what happens despite 
the Polish. You may also, if this language is better for you, take a look at the French version of Droga bez powrotu that 

| just finished last week and put in line few days ago. 


Daneel53 (Rdaneel53@gmail.com), July 2017 


NY Ue SMILEY SMUNLEPIUE LYE EERUEELY « Er = 


